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This memo will address the definition of a cookie. The memo is in response to a query by the TTU Help Desk for a proper definition of a “cookie”. Various definitions are analyzed below. The document concludes with the definition we recommend the help desk utilizes. 
Microsoft’s Definition of a cookie

Microsoft states that a cookie is “A very small text file placed on your hard drive by a Web Page server. It is essentially your identification card, and cannot be executed as code or deliver viruses. It is uniquely yours and can only be read by the server that gave it to you”. 
A) Microsoft used partitioning when they were creating their definition of a cookie. The site provides a separate section for the description, purpose, and benefits. 
B) Microsoft was able to make their definition of a cookie persuasive by relating it to the user and describing how cookies make their web browsing experience easier.
C) Microsoft’s motives for writing the definition appear in their section titled “How a Cookie Helps Microsoft” which describes how they use their cookies to track users.
D) Online at Microsft.com
Wisconsin Dental Association (WDA) Definition of a cookie 

The dental association has the following definition under their glossary section of their website “A unique string of letters and numbers that the web server stores in a file on your hard drive. This method is used by web designers to track visitors to a website so the visitors do not have to enter the same information every time they go to a new page or revisit a site.”

A) The WDA uses examples to help the reader understand what a cookie is. The site describes how web designers can use cookies to remember a person visiting their site.

http://www.wda.org/Public/help/glossary.htm
