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Have you ever wondered if someone was manipulating your life? In the Truman Show, by Peter Weir, Truman’s life is controlled by a God like figure named “Christof”. While the Truman show isn’t real it shows what happens when people try to play God. As the God like figure Christof controlled who Truman interacted with, the climate, and where Truman went.

Theologians often discuss how “God is in Control” [standrew add cit] and how he “has predetermined every move and every decision each person will do or make during a lifetime”. The Truman Show shows a God like figure as the person in control of every aspect of Truman’s life. This theme is portrayed throughout the movie with Christof controlling everything from the weather to whom Truman is allowed to talk to. Christof would manipulate Truman’s beliefs using Truman’s friends, the elements and scripting how each person should interact with him. 

Truman is similar to a child of God; Plato writes that God’s children have “been constructed as a toy for God…We should pass our lives in the playing of games, certain games, that is sacrifice, song and dance”. (Plato) Truman is Christofs toy in the movie every action Truman makes is closely controlled by Christof. When Truman doubts his reality Chritof would reassure him that everything was alright using any means necessary. When the light fell from the sky the radio announced “Here's a news flash just in: an aircraft in trouble began shedding parts as it flew over Seahaven just a few moments ago.” (Truman Show) For Truman hearing that it was from a plane made the whole event seem ordinary and thus he could go back to living in his fake reality.

The character Truman was a “toy” (plato) of the God like figure in many ways. When Christof needed to spice up the show to gain viewer ratings or change the direction of Truman’s life he would manipulate Truman’s surroundings. To keep views of the show watching Christof described the future of Trumans life “the big news is that Meryl will be leaving Truman in an upcoming episode, and a new romantic interest will be introduced… I'm determined that television's first on-air conception will still take place.” (Truman show) This scenario is similar to the book of Job in the bible God gives Satan control of Job saying “everything he has is in your hands”. (Bible Job) God gives Satan control knowing that Satan will “strike everything he [Job] has”. (Bible Job) In both cases the God like figure is planning out what will happen to their “toy”(Plato). 

In the movie Christof is office, where he directs the production, is placed in the sun/moon. This gives the appearance that he:

Is the invisible puppeteer of the shadow play or Marionette Theater, who holds in His hands and moves every single human being in all his action, and who orders and guides all events according to His Sovereign Will. (Jstor text)
Christof’s sovereign will is shown through out the movie as he is the sole decision maker on when the sun rises/sets, who gets to interact with Truman and what they are allowed to say. During one section of the movie Christof uses his control over the show to script the following conversation with Truman:
And the last thing I would ever do..is lie to you. I mean, think about it, Truman.  If everybody's in on it, I'd hafta' be in on it, too.  I'm not in on it, because...there is no "it."  You were right about one thing, though...The thing that started all this.

Having an “invisible puppeteer” controlling ones life is a scary topic because at any time the puppeteer could change the individual’s life around.

A puppeteer can only remain a puppeteer if they have complete control of there servants. If God, in this case Christof, had no one to control he would lose his power. Matthew Cohen writes:

The vision of truth takes on substance and become real at the moment you admit that to be an adept puppeteer, who clearly expresses urges and articulates knowledge; you must realize your bodily self. Shadow puppets, the puppeteer and the screen are all eternal, and can be seen to form a complex unity.
This discusses how God is our puppeteer if and only if we let him control our ways. Christof discusses how Truman “can leave at any time. If it was more than just a vague ambition…there’s no way we could prevent him from leaving”. This shows that Christof understands even though he is Truman’s “God” there is nothing he can do to prevent Truman from defying him if Truman really wanted to.

As God created us for a purpose “when He no longer knows what to do with us, [he] kills us”. (Bradatan, 459) When Truman tires to escape Christof does everything short of killing him trying to get him to stay. This includes unleashing a massive wind storm and turning the “world” from night to day. The puppeteer figure is given complete control and if they choose to as Augusto Perez once wrote:
Return [you] to the nothingness form which you came. God will cease to dream you! You will die…, even though you don’t want to. You will die, and so will all those who read my story. (Bradatan, 459)
Christof believed that he had made the perfect world for Truman. At the end of the movie he pleaded with Truman to stay saying “there’s no more truth out there than the there is in the world I created for you” (TS). This shows Christof trying to justify his world to Truman, begging as the puppeteer to the puppet. In Christof’s case if the puppet leaves he will have no one to control and thus no longer be the puppeteer. 

Throughout the movie the Truman Show the God like character Christof acted as a puppeteer meticulously controlling every aspect of the main character Truman’s life. Truman was Christof’s “toy” and as Truman grew older the games changed. In the beginning they started with one camera at the end thousands of cameras. As Truman grew so did Christof’s game. At the end of the movie Christof learned what it is like when the puppet turns on the puppeteer. Christof tried everything to keep Truman from leaving the island, he even faked killing Truman’s father to make Truman afraid of water. In the end free will prevailed over the puppeteers control and Truman was set free. 

